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New plan to fight invasive weed at Lake Tahoe

April 26, 2010
2010-04-26 13:15:00 PDT Reno, NV 89500, United States — (04-26) 13:15 PDT Reno, Nev. (AP) --

Scientists at Lake Tahoe are trying a new way to eradicate an invading underwater weed spreading through the lake
and the Truckee River.

The enemy is the Eurasian watermilfoil. The new strategy is to lay black fabric layers over the plant to block the
sunlight and hopefully snuff it out before it clogs water intakes for the region's primary water supply system.
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Watermilfoil once was used as an aquarium plant. It arrived in the
United States from Europe and Asia as early as the 1800s.

The Truckee Meadows Water Authority approved $20,000 last week to fund most of the experiment this summer at
Martis Creek Reservoir near Truckee, Calif.

Officials say previous attempts to control it there by mowing the weed may actually have caused it to spread more.

Information from: Reno Gazette-Journal, www.rgj.com
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